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the coast it consists of bare elevated plateaux, intersected by numerous

creeks and  navigable  rivers, flowing between steep and lofty hills.

These rivers have along their banks the chief seaports

and almost all the fertile land of the District.   Ten        Physical

miles or so inland the country becomes more open,

but a little farther it is occupied by spurs of the Western Ghats.    This

range itself forms the continuous eastern boundary, running parallel to

the coast, at distances varying from 30 to 45 miles.    It varies in height

from 2,000 to 3,000 feet, though some of the peaks attain an altitude

of 4,000 feet.

Both above and below the main range the massive basaltic rocks
that crown the Western Ghats can, with little aid from art, be turned
into nearly impregnable fortresses with a liberal supply of the finest
water from the springs with which the hills abound. The hills are
crossed by numerous passes, which, except the made roads, form the
only means of communication with the Deccan. The crests of these
passes command some of the most magnificent scenery in India. The
lower hills are for the most part bare. Those deserving mention are:
beginning from the north, the hog-backed Mandangarh, a ruined fort
in Dapoli commanding a view of Mahabaleshwar; south of this, also in
Dapoli, Palgarh; farther south, in Khed, the three isolated hills of
Mahlpatgarh, Sumargarh, and Rasalgarh; passing south to Lanja in
Rajapur, Machal, a triangular hill, close to the old fort of Vishalgarh,
ends in a broad plateau fit for a sanitarium.

The character of the streams that form the river system of Ratnagiri
varies little. They rise in the main range, or in the spurs of the
Western Ghats, and traversing the country along narrow deep-cut
ravines enter the Arabian Sea after winding courses of seldom more
than 40 miles. The general flow is from east to west, with sometimes
a tendency to the south. The abruptness of their windings is a notable
feature of the Ratnagiri rivers. Though of comparatively small size
and volume and ill-suited for irrigation, they are of great local value,
being navigable for 20 miles or more and having estuaries affording
safe anchorage for coasting craft.

The sea-board, about 160 miles in length, from Bankot or Fort
Victoria to a point 2 miles south of Redi Fort, is almost uniformly
rocky and dangerous. It consists of a series of small bays and coves
shut in between jutting headlands, and edged with sand of dazzling
whiteness. At places the hills recede a little, leaving at their base
a rich tract of rice-fields, with generally a strip of coco-nut gardens
between them and the beach. At intervals of about 10 miles, a river
or bay opens, sufficiently large to form a secure harbour for native
craft; and the promontories at the river mouths are almost invariably
crowned with the ruins of an old fort, At Suvarndrug and Malvan